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Joint Seminar concerning Research and Development

of the Japan—-Korea Undersea Tunnel

Seoul, Korea February 21, 2007
Abstract

The Joint Seminar concerning Research and Development of the Japan-Korea Undersea Tunnel
was held at the main conference room of the Congressman Hall in Seoul, Korea on Wednesday,
February 21, 2007. The seminar was intended to discuss technological trends regarding the
Japan-Korea Tunnel in the two countries and promote the Korea-Japan Tunnel Project in realistic
manners. Mr. Yang Hyun-Gil, Korean Congressman sponsored this bilateral event in cooperation
with Mr. Park Kyung-Boo, chairman of the Korea-Japan Tunnel Research Institute, a Korean
incorporated association.

At the beginning, three guest speakers gave lectures on the advantages effected by the
construction of the tunnel, its historical significance and the roles it plays in North-East Asia.

First, Mr. Hur Jae-Wan, professor of the Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning of the Chung
Ang University, announced the results of comparison studies between the Japan-Korea Tunnel and
the Euro Tunnel, indicating that just as France on the continental side has been receiving more
profits than the island Britain since the construction of the Euro Tunnel, the Korea-Japan Tunnel
will probably bring more benefits to Korea than to Japan. He also explained the economic ripple
effect of the tunnel on many sectors using industrial analysis data and maintained by referring to
the results of development potential model investigation that the tunnel will contribute a great deal
to the balanced development of the Korean economy.

Next, Mr. Hwang Hak-Joo, professor emeritus of the Civil Engineering Department of the Yonsei
University insisted that neither Korea nor Japan would be able to lead the world on its own in the
future and that it is of great importance for both countries to cooperate with each other and take
initiative in the international community. He also said that the Genkainada Tunnel Project will
create jobs for many construction companies, thus stimulating the economy of both countries.

Lastly, Mr. Shin Jang-Churl, professor of the Social Science Department of the Soongsil University,
proposed on the basis of the data of the Euro Tunnel research that ensuring the smooth
transportation between Korea and Japan and encouraging North Korea to promote the open-door
policy in timely manners would greatly facilitate the establishment of the North-East Asian
Economic Community. Pointing out that the Japan-Korea Tunnel Project has both merits and
demerits, he concluded that the two nations must make every possible effort to eliminate the
conflict and mutual distrust still prevailing in people’s minds and have heart-to-heart talks with
one another to complete the project successfully by taking proper measures against risk factors.

After that, Mr. Kim Jin-Yeong, General Construction Manager of Incheon Metropolitan City, Mr.
Kwak Jae-Wun, Chief of the Central Daily Economic Report and Research Center and Mr. Shigeru
Otsuka, vice-chairman of the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute made comments on the
opinions of the three guest speakers in discussion style.
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Japan-Korea International Symposium
Pusan, Korea May 14, 2007

Abstract

The Japan-Korea International Symposium, ‘Pusan’s Choice concerning the Japan-Korea
Undersea Tunnel’, sponsored by the Pusan Development Research Institute, a city-affiliated
foundation, was held on Tuesday May 14, 2004 in Pusan, Korea.

In this symposium, experts exchanged their views and opinions concerning the potential of the
Korea-Japan Undersea Tunnel and its influence upon Pusan’s economic growth from a wide range
of perspectives.

Fisrt, Mr. Daizo Nozawa, chairman of the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute, gave a lecture
titled ‘the Japan-Korea Tunnel as representative of the Japanese side and explained the tunnel
route, its cross section structure and the method of construction. He also announced the report
consisting of four items as to the technological, financial and social roles that people concerned have
to play in the process of realizing the project.

Mr. Heo Yun-Su, vice-commissioner of the Marine and Port Affairs Research Department of the
Pusan Development Research Institute, delivered a speech titled ‘the Potential of the Korea-Japan
Tunnel in the Distribution Sector) and made a pessimistic conclusion that based on each of the 6
scenarios his team predicted the benefits brought by the tunnel to the distribution sector of the
southern peninsula would be rather limited.

Then, Mr. Hur Jae-Wan, professor of the Distribution System Engineering Department of the
Chung Ang University delivered a speech titled ‘The Korea-Japan Undersea Tunnel and Balanced
National Land Development’ and presented a favorable view that based on the case studies of the
FEuro Tunnel and the data of domestic industrial analysis the Japan-Korea Tunnel will increase the
land values of Pusan and its vicinity, where part of the tunnel will be located, strengthen
competitiveness in those regions and trigger the dispersion of national land space structure.

After the three speeches were over, Mr. Park In-Ho, a member of the Pusan Coalition of Citizens
for Economic Regeneration and current chairman of the symposium presided over discussions.

First, Mr. Kensuke Hama, vice-chairman of the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute, described
the past activities and achievements of our institute and the basic idea of the three proposed routes.
The Koread side seemed to believe that the Japanese side had already decided on one of the routes
for the construction of the tunnel, but he denied it.

Secondly, Mr. Nam Gi-Chan, professor of the Distribution System Engineering Department of the
Korea Maritime University, stated that unlike the Euro Tunnel the Japan-Korea Tunnel is
unprofitable since compared to the market size the operation size is very large. He encouraged the
participants to continually discuss in detail its suitability and reasonability as a public work project
based on market research and demand analysis, because the project is unlikely to attract much
capital from private sectors.

Thirdly, Mr. Lee Sun-Ryur, dean of the External Affairs Division of the Yanbian Science Technology
University asked each of the above-mentioned three lecturers some questions.

Fourthly, Mr. Jeong Chang-Mu, professor of the Global Environmental System Engineering
Department of the Seoul National University emphasized that at present Pusan has no resources to
construct a railway connecting the city to the Eurasian Continent and that the Korea-Japan Tunnel
would offer good opportunities for Pusan to compete with Seoul.

Then, there was a question-and-answer session between the participants and the audience. Lastly,
the organizer Mr. Kim Young-Sam wrapped up the symposium saying, ‘Today is not the day when
we have to jump to the conclusion but the day when we start active discussion for the achievement

of our goal’.
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1 Seminar of Experts on the Japan-Korea
Undersea Tunnel
Taegu, Korea October 11, 2007

) Abstract
{

The Seminar of Experts on the Japan-Korea Undersea Tunnel was held at Taegu, Korea on
) Thursday, October 11, 2007. Last year, the Seminar on the Japan-Korea Undersea Tunnel was
i given in February and then the seminar titled Pusan’s Choice concerning the Japan-Korea
1 Undersea Tunnel was held in May, which proves that the two nations are highly committed to the

Korea-Japan Tunnel Project.
The ROK Civil Engineering Institute, an incorporated association, organized the seminar on the

theme ‘Feasibility of the construction of the Korea-Japan Tunnel’ in order to obtain understanding

and cooperation from people in the construction and civil engineering sectors.

=

Mr. Moon Jeung-Sik hosted the seminar, and the following three people reported their views.
Mr. Hur Jae-Wan, professor of the Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning of the Chung Ang
University gave a lecture titled ‘the Economic Ripple Effect of the Japan-Korea Tunnel on National

=

Land’ and emphasized that the tunnel will promote economic growth in Pusan and its vicinity,
where part of the tunnel will be located, strengthen competitiveness in those regions and trigger the
, diversification of national land space structure.
- Mr. Lee Jon-Chyur, professor of the Construction Engineering Department of the Pukyong
University made a speech on ‘Civil Engineering Perspectives on the Korea-Japan Undersea Tunnel’

and advised that the tunnel project must be undertaken in accordance with national consensus and
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that instead of just paying attention to short-term economic boost or taking advantage of the
reconciliation between North and South Korea, long-term national benefits generated by the tunnel
for the next 100 years must be taken into good consideration.

M. Shin Jang-Churl, professor of the Social Science Department of the Soongsil University, talked
about ‘the Construction of the Korea-Japan Undersea Tunnel for the prosperity of North-east Asia’
and insisted that the tunnel construction together with the Eurasian railway network connecting
Asia and Europe is absolutely necessary for national economic growth, the unification of North and
South Korea and détente and political stability in North-East Asia.

After these lectures, Mr. Ahn Yong-Mo, an officer of the Taegu Policy and Development Agency, Mr.
Jeong Hyeon-Yeong, a commissioner of the Pusan Transportation Board, and Mr. Daizo Nozawa,
chairman of the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute, had a discussion. Mr. Park Kyung-Boo,
chairman of the Korea-Japan Tunnel Research Institute, presided over it.

Mr. Ahn said that since Korea is located in-between, it is important to proceed with the project in
cautious manners so that Korean national benefits will be assured. Mr. Jeon expressed a specific
idea that the terminal of the tunnel should be built desirably in the Song Sang region of Pusan. Mr.
Nozawa proposed that the Euro Tunnel should be used as a model to select possible routes
considering distribution bases and other factors and that the Korean side should take initiative in
promoting the project.

The lectures gave feedback to the discussion. Mr. Lee Jon-Chyur agreed with Mr. Nozawa in that
the routes should be selected on a basis of practicality, and Mr. Shin Jang-Churl stated that the
project should be pursuant to political decisions for benefits of Eastern Asia as a whole.

Prof. Hur Jae-Wan, who delivered speeches at all the seminars in Seoul, Pusan and Taegu, denied
the opinion that other place than Pusan should be chosen as the terminal of the tunnel in view of
profitability, pointing out that Pusan being the terminal Korea would develop into the distribution
of North-East Asia.

There was an audience of around 150 at the seminar, and the attendants asked one question after
another. One of them asked Mr. Nozawa to remove the words ‘the Japan Sea’ from the Japanese
pamphlet, and our chairman said that those words should be used from then on because most
people agreed on that expression according to the international rules for preparing maps. In answer
to the question regarding the shares of construction costs, Mr. Nozawa said that the cost-sharing

ratio is one of the most crucial agendas to be discussed in future seminars.
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