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Agenda Seminar of Japan — Korea Tunnel

(Japan —Korea Tunnel and the construction of an integrated northeast Asia transportation net)

The contents of the convened seminar in Korea-Busan, October 30, 2008

L e S S R e R S R R R e e e R R o e e e

Abstract

The “Japan- Korea Tunnel agenda seminar” was held at the 10th floor conference room of the
water supply projects Head Quarters of Busan city in Korea on Thursday the 30th of October, 2008.

“Japan- Korea Tunnel Seminar” was held at the conference room, 10t floor of the Water Supply
Projects Headquarters of Busan City, South Korea, on 30th October (Thursday), 2008.

This seminar was co-organized by the Busan Development Institute and the HAN-IL Tunnel
Research Institution on the Korean side as well as the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute, an
non-profit organization, on the Japanese side. It was aimed at presenting more concrete proposals
concerning the tunnel’s planned route and its usages, as a follow-up to “The Undersea Tunnel

International Research Workshop” held on 27th August (Wednesday), 2008, in Tokyo, Japan.

Organizers address

Organizers greetings were given by the President of the Busan Development Institute Dr. Lee,
Kye-Sik, and by the Co-President of the HAN-IL Tunnel Research Institution Dr. Suk, Eui-Tack and
the President of Non Profit Foundation the Japan-Korea Tunnel research Institute Dr. Daizou

Nozawa.

Keynote speech

Mr. Ho, Moon-do, the Advisor of the HAN-IL Research Institution, addressed in his keynote
speech “The need to begin with digging the heart tunnel” and emphasized that the premises of
making this tunnel requires first repentance of the past history, and second shuffling off the concept
of “Japan is superior to other Asian countries” and third is the necessity to establish a positive and

future-oriented view.

Presentation of the main topic

The first performer at the presentation was the standing board director of the Non Profit
Foundation the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute of the Japanese side Mr. Fujihaashi Kenji.
He discoursed on the theme of the current status of the Japan-Korea undersea tunnel and its
impelling assignment. He also spoke about the progress of the operations of the Japan-Korea
Tunnel Research Institute, introduced their successive chairman and gave a report of their history.

After which he also spoke about the geological formation and topography of the Japan-Korea tunnel
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as basic parameter of the route planning, and elaborated further by hitting on the merits and
demerits of the purposes and usages of the tunnel in all sorts of transport patterns like that of Car
Train and the Linear motor car . He finally spoke a bout the operational management of the
tunnel promoting the efficiency of a two-tiered system in operating the construction and the
management separately.

)8 Dr. Choi,Shi-Gook, the elected research associate of the Busan Development Institute, was the
second performer at the presentation. He discoursed on the theme of “What is to become an issue of
dispute over the basic framework of the Japan- Korea tunnel”, and indicated that one of these

disputes would be how it is a directly -connecting route between Busan and Fukuoka. Besides that,

:; he elaborated that the route will go through the Kadok island on the Korean side, stretching to the
Iy development districts of the vicinity of the Busan city westward-flowing river Naktongan branching
bay. He also spoke a bout the method of transportation and the tunnel’s constructing techniques
ol as another issue of dispute, and about the historical cultural significance of the tunnel. He then
linked that to the expected collaboration in Japan and Korea researches on the tunnel.
lilrsl The third performer was Dr. Shin Jan-Chol, professor of Seonshil University from the Korean
ol side. He spoke on the theme of “The prosperity of North East Asia and the construction of the
Japan-Korea tunnel”. He said that the fulfillment of the construction of this Japan-Korea undersea
tunnel would not only be an appeasement to the economical and political strained relations of North
East Asia, but will also bring political stal;ility and hasten the unification of the Korean Peninsula.
) Furthermore, he added that it will invigorate also the controversial ecological community level of
f; the region of North East Asia to give the opportunity for establishing a peaceful structure of
coexistence and co prosperity, by establishing the Eurasian transportation intersection net,
o recovering the relationship of mutual trust between Japan and Korea, resolving the Takeshima
conflict and by becoming a touch stone for concluding the FTA.
As the fourth and final performer of the presentation, Dr. Kim, Hyeong- Kyun the political
. cooperation director of the Busan Development Institute spoke on the theme of “The social cultural
of assignment of the Japan Korea undersea tunnel” reporting that as he began two weeks a go by
ot conducting a survey on the attitudes of the citizens of Busan city towards the Japan- Korea tunnel,
d around 60% have confirmed the need of constructing it. He also said that a long with anticipations
of earnest seriousness in economic interactions and guaranteed cooperation from the Japanese side,
it is also essential to ravel out the misconceptions and distrust in the historical Japan- Korea
interchanges, and that’s also why there is a need for changing the naming of the project from
fit “Japan-Korea Tunnel” to “Busan-Fukoka access Railway”, he said.
i.
ts The debate
Dr. Jung, Hun-Young, the administration officer of the Korea- Japan Tunnel Research Institute
= moderated the debate. He was joined by their Vice President Mr. Hama Kensuke and a
f:l representative of each of the main organizing associations in debating dynamically over the main

subject and the keynote address. Given the fact that the Japan-Korea Tunnel Project is entering
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into a stage of actual assignment up from the conceptual stage, the seminar heard some technical
advices such as: to select a tunnel route that would ensure both the best construction efficiency and
cost-benefit performance; to determine the tunnel’s gradient suitable for the passage of freight
trains and the tunnel’s exit / entry points that would enable the gradient.

Another proposition was the importance of getting a wide assent from the public to the
implementation of the project, for which it is vital that the Karats, which raises a strong
psychological discomfort on the Korean side especially, should not be specked as the mark grabber
all the while. Or, conceivably, that changing the naming of "Japan-Korea Tunnel” can make it
easier for both of Japan, Korea and the neighboring countries to participate. Also that the
implementation of building a heart commuting tunnel between the two countries of Japan and
Korea is ascertained to be an ultimate and most urgent pursuit.

The moderator finally concluded by stating the need to avoid hasty argumentations concerning
the route of the tunnel and other technical issues, and called for putting in orderly disposition each
of the problems or issues that might arise in each stage for the success of the project. With this, he

said, today’s seminar is resolved. The seminar finished.
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