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Japan-Korea International Symposium
Pusan, Korea May 14, 2007

Abstract

The Japan-Korea International Symposium, ‘Pusan’s Choice concerning the Japan-Korea
Undersea Tunnel’, sponsored by the Pusan Development Research Institute, a city-affiliated
foundation, was held on Tuesday May 14, 2004 in Pusan, Korea.

In this symposium, experts exchanged their views and opinions concerning the potential of the
Korea-Japan Undersea Tunnel and its influence upon Pusan’s economic growth from a wide range
of perspectives.

Fisrt, Mr. Daizo Nozawa, chairman of the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute, gave a lecture
titled ‘the Japan-Korea Tunnel as representative of the Japanese side and explained the tunnel
route, its cross section structure and the method of construction. He also announced the report
consisting of four items as to the technological, financial and social roles that people concerned have
to play in the process of realizing the project.

Mr. Heo Yun-Su, vice-commissioner of the Marine and Port Affairs Research Department of the
Pusan Development Research Institute, delivered a speech titled ‘the Potential of the Korea-Japan
Tunnel in the Distribution Sector) and made a pessimistic conclusion that based on each of the 6
scenarios his team predicted the benefits brought by the tunnel to the distribution sector of the
southern peninsula would be rather limited.

Then, Mr. Hur Jae-Wan, professor of the Distribution System Engineering Department of the
Chung Ang University delivered a speech titled ‘The Korea-Japan Undersea Tunnel and Balanced
National Land Development’ and presented a favorable view that based on the case studies of the
FEuro Tunnel and the data of domestic industrial analysis the Japan-Korea Tunnel will increase the
land values of Pusan and its vicinity, where part of the tunnel will be located, strengthen
competitiveness in those regions and trigger the dispersion of national land space structure.

After the three speeches were over, Mr. Park In-Ho, a member of the Pusan Coalition of Citizens
for Economic Regeneration and current chairman of the symposium presided over discussions.

First, Mr. Kensuke Hama, vice-chairman of the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute, described
the past activities and achievements of our institute and the basic idea of the three proposed routes.
The Koread side seemed to believe that the Japanese side had already decided on one of the routes
for the construction of the tunnel, but he denied it.

Secondly, Mr. Nam Gi-Chan, professor of the Distribution System Engineering Department of the
Korea Maritime University, stated that unlike the Euro Tunnel the Japan-Korea Tunnel is
unprofitable since compared to the market size the operation size is very large. He encouraged the
participants to continually discuss in detail its suitability and reasonability as a public work project
based on market research and demand analysis, because the project is unlikely to attract much
capital from private sectors.

Thirdly, Mr. Lee Sun-Ryur, dean of the External Affairs Division of the Yanbian Science Technology
University asked each of the above-mentioned three lecturers some questions.

Fourthly, Mr. Jeong Chang-Mu, professor of the Global Environmental System Engineering
Department of the Seoul National University emphasized that at present Pusan has no resources to
construct a railway connecting the city to the Eurasian Continent and that the Korea-Japan Tunnel
would offer good opportunities for Pusan to compete with Seoul.

Then, there was a question-and-answer session between the participants and the audience. Lastly,
the organizer Mr. Kim Young-Sam wrapped up the symposium saying, ‘Today is not the day when
we have to jump to the conclusion but the day when we start active discussion for the achievement

of our goal’.

%35 46




