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Joint Seminar concerning Research and Development

of the Japan—-Korea Undersea Tunnel

Seoul, Korea February 21, 2007
Abstract

The Joint Seminar concerning Research and Development of the Japan-Korea Undersea Tunnel
was held at the main conference room of the Congressman Hall in Seoul, Korea on Wednesday,
February 21, 2007. The seminar was intended to discuss technological trends regarding the
Japan-Korea Tunnel in the two countries and promote the Korea-Japan Tunnel Project in realistic
manners. Mr. Yang Hyun-Gil, Korean Congressman sponsored this bilateral event in cooperation
with Mr. Park Kyung-Boo, chairman of the Korea-Japan Tunnel Research Institute, a Korean
incorporated association.

At the beginning, three guest speakers gave lectures on the advantages effected by the
construction of the tunnel, its historical significance and the roles it plays in North-East Asia.

First, Mr. Hur Jae-Wan, professor of the Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning of the Chung
Ang University, announced the results of comparison studies between the Japan-Korea Tunnel and
the Euro Tunnel, indicating that just as France on the continental side has been receiving more
profits than the island Britain since the construction of the Euro Tunnel, the Korea-Japan Tunnel
will probably bring more benefits to Korea than to Japan. He also explained the economic ripple
effect of the tunnel on many sectors using industrial analysis data and maintained by referring to
the results of development potential model investigation that the tunnel will contribute a great deal
to the balanced development of the Korean economy.

Next, Mr. Hwang Hak-Joo, professor emeritus of the Civil Engineering Department of the Yonsei
University insisted that neither Korea nor Japan would be able to lead the world on its own in the
future and that it is of great importance for both countries to cooperate with each other and take
initiative in the international community. He also said that the Genkainada Tunnel Project will
create jobs for many construction companies, thus stimulating the economy of both countries.

Lastly, Mr. Shin Jang-Churl, professor of the Social Science Department of the Soongsil University,
proposed on the basis of the data of the Euro Tunnel research that ensuring the smooth
transportation between Korea and Japan and encouraging North Korea to promote the open-door
policy in timely manners would greatly facilitate the establishment of the North-East Asian
Economic Community. Pointing out that the Japan-Korea Tunnel Project has both merits and
demerits, he concluded that the two nations must make every possible effort to eliminate the
conflict and mutual distrust still prevailing in people’s minds and have heart-to-heart talks with
one another to complete the project successfully by taking proper measures against risk factors.

After that, Mr. Kim Jin-Yeong, General Construction Manager of Incheon Metropolitan City, Mr.
Kwak Jae-Wun, Chief of the Central Daily Economic Report and Research Center and Mr. Shigeru
Otsuka, vice-chairman of the Japan-Korea Tunnel Research Institute made comments on the
opinions of the three guest speakers in discussion style.
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